Neural disconnection of gut from brain blocks bombesin-induced satiety.
Systemically administered bombesin reduces food intake in rats, mice, baboons, and humans. The mechanism of action is unknown. We report here that presumed neural disconnection of the gastrointestinal tract from the brain blocked the reduction of food intake by exogenous bombesin at a test meal in rats. We also found that bombesin increased the postprandial intermeal interval, and that this effect was not blocked by neural disconnection.